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PREFACE

Domestication and artificial selection of livestock have made farm animals dependent on
humans. Consequently, according to the currently accepted moral and ethical standards of our
society, man has no choice but to accept this dependence as an important responsibility which
requires all farm animals to be treated in a responsible way so that unnecessary suffering is
avoided at all stages of their lives When “farmed fur animals" are mentioned in this
publication, then it means farmed mink, fitch and fox

Farmed mink, fitch and foxes are domesticated: changed for the purpose of man by genetic and
developmental (ontogenetic) processes. They have changed in structure, physiology and
behaviour. One of their behavioural characteristics is that they have adapted to farm
conditions. Keeping a wild caught mink, fitch or fox under present day farm conditions are
certainly not possible (it is rightfully considered cruelty to animals, and prohibited by many
national laws).

On the other hand, farmed fur animals like other farm animal species may feralize if conditions
outside the farm are suitable,

On the basis of this knowledge it is important for the continued improvement of the welfare of
these species to take into consideration the biology of their wild ancestors as well as the
biology of the farmed varieties.

The Council of Europe's Standing Committee of the European Convention for the protection of
animals kept for farming purposes (adopted in June 1999) a "Recommendation concerning fur
animals” In the preamble to the Recommendation the Standing Commitiee drew attention to
the fact that the basic requirements for the health and welfare of farmed fur animals among
others consist of;

a.  "good husbandry and stockmanship”

b.  "a suitably stimulating environment appropriate to meet the species-specific needs as
deduced from studies of the animals in nature and in farm conditions, including adequate
freedom of movement, physical comfort and adequate opportunity for grooming, eating,
drinking, territorial marking, social contact or solitude, climbing and swimming"

c.  "protection against adverse climatic conditions, injury, infestation and disease or
behavioural disorders" and

d.  "other requirements as may be subsequently identified by experience or scientific
knowledge"

This Code of Practice is drafted on the basis of the Recommendation of the Council of Europe
and has been adopted by the member organizations of the European Fur Breeder's Association.
The Code is intended to be used by the farmers as a tool in the promotion of sound husbandry
and welfare practices. It should, however, be understood that new scientific discoveries may
make it necessary to update the Code periodically.



INTRODUCTION

The responsible raising of fur farmed animals is entirely dependent upon the skills, training,
and integrity of farmers.

Before placing farmed mink, fitch and foxes on a commercial farm, farmers (owners) must
take the following steps:

1.

Acquire a thorough knowledge of the natural history of farmed mink, fitch and foxes,
including normal behaviour, breeding cycles, whelping behaviour, proper weaning and
separation procedures, and growing and furring periods.

Acquire a working knowledge of the nutritional needs of the animals throughout their
life cycle.

Acquire adequate facilities and financial resources to supply and maintain housing, a
reliable source of feed and water, proper vaccination procedures, treatment of injured or
sick animals, and anything else necessary to ensure that the welfare of each animal is a
primary consideration. Financial costs should not be a reason for neglecting any animal
obviously in distress or for failing to secure prompt and appropriate treatment when
necessary.

Assume complete responsibility for the welfare of the animals, which includes
developing the skills of observation and a sensitivity for the animals, as well as ensuring
that all employees and attendants on the farm are competent, properly trained individuals
who have a genuine concern for the animals® welfare.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

This Code of Practice applies to farmed mink (Mustela vison), farmed fitch (Mustela putorivs)
and farmed foxes (Vulpes vulpes and Alopex lagopus) kept for their furs, in intensive as well
as extensive farming systems.

Mink, fitch and foxes born in the wild may not be kept in fur farm conditions.

No mink, fitch or fox may be kept for its fur if the conditions set down in this Code of Practice
cannot be met,



SECTION 1. Accommodation
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1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.7

When new accommodation for farmed fur animals is planned, a suitable site should be
selected, taking into consideration the risk of outside environmental factors such as
noise, vibration, atmospheric pollution, foreseeable neighbourhood development, and
subsequent anticipated farm growth, as well as the facilities to fulfil species-specific
needs for certain environmental facilities. Full advantage shall be taken of natural
features to provide shelter from adverse climatic conditions.

The animals shall be provided with an environment which takes into consideration their
biological characteristics as established on the basis of knowledge and experience from
nature and from the farm situation,

The design, construction and maintenance of enclosures, buildings and equipment for the
animals must be such that they provide shelter from adverse climatic conditions, fulfil
the animals' basic behavioural and health needs, maintain good conditions of hygiene
and limit the risk of disease, disorders manifested by behavioural changes, traumatic
injuries to the animals, or injuries caused by the animals to each other, and respect the
security conditions which are necessary for fire prevention and protection. Sharp corners
and projections must be avoided. If cages are used, their openings must be such that the
animals can be removed without difficulty.

Enclosures and buildings shall be designed and constructed so as to minimize the entry
of rats, mice and birds.

The design, construction and maintenance of enclosures, buildings and equipment for the
animals shall be such as to allow without difficulty a thorough inspection of all animals.

The design, construction and maintenance of enclosures and accommodation for the
animals shall at all times allow them, in accordance with their species-specific needs,
sufficient room to carry out normal locomotor behaviour, to groom themselves without
difficulty and to lie down, to rest, to adopt sleeping postures, to stretch their limbs freely
and to rise.

Those species which jump during normal locomotion or when alarmed, and those species
which rear up on their hind legs during normal investigatory behaviour shall be provided
with room to do so at all times except when within an area provided especially for
sleeping.

Whenever this is part of the normal behaviour pattern of the species and improves the
welfare of the individuals, animals shall be able to see conspecifics and be able to show
social investigation and behaviour associated with the maintenance of social structure.

Floors shall be well drained in order to evacuate droppings and spills of water and such
as to avoid discomfort, distress or traumatic injury to the animals. Materials used for
floors shall be appropriate for the particular species. Where perforated floors are used
they shall be suitable for the species concerned as well as for the size, age and weight of
the animals housed and form a rigid, even and stable surface.



1.8

1.9

1.10

1.12
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Equipment should be available for the proper handling of animals under examination,
treatment or test,

Suitable accommodation should be available for separation and, where necessary for
isolation so that sick or injured animals can be carefully examined and treated.

Every animal shall have available to it an area where it can hide itself appropriately from
people or from animals in other cages or pens.

The premises on which pelting takes place shall be situated sufficiently far from the
enclosures used for other animals so that these animals are not disturbed,

Appropriate equipment should be available and in good working order to kill the animals
by methods listed in Section 7



SECTION 2. Stockmanship and inspection

2.1
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2.6
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Any person who owns fur animals, or for the time being has fur animals under his or her
control, and every person engaged in the keeping, breeding or killing of fur animals
shall, according to their responsibilities, ensure that every reasonable step is taken to
safeguard the health and welfare of the species of fur animals concerned.

The fur animals shall be cared for by a sufficient number of personnel with adequate
knowledge of the species of fur animal concerned, the husbandry system and the killing
facilities used. In particular the stockman shall be able to:

a.  recognise whether or not the animals are in good health;
b.  understand the significance of behavioural changes;

c.  appreciate the suitability of the total environment for the fur animals health and
welfare.

The stockman must be aware of the role of animal welfare in the daily work with the
species of fur animals concerned and he must be able to recognise whether the total
environment is adequate to keep them healthy and provides for the fulfilment of their
biological needs including those to show certain behaviours. The issuing of a certificate
of competence for the stockman by the competent authorities should be considered.

In order to develop a positive relationship between man and animal, there should be
appropriate careful handling and other contact from an early age.

All animals should be thoroughly inspected at least once a day in the least disturbing
manner for the particular species, and in so far as this would not unnecessarily disturb
nests. When necessary a source of light should be available for this purpose. Such
inspections shall be made independently of any automatic surveillance equipment.

For thorough inspection of the animals, special attention must be paid to bodily
condition, condition of hair, skin, eyes, ears, tail, legs and feet. Healthy animals have
sounds, activity, movements and posture appropriate to their species, age, sex, breed or
physiological condition. Signs of good health include: clear bright eyes, good posture,
clean and, depending on species and season, shiny coat, sound feet and legs, normal
feeding, drinking, sucking or suckling behaviour if appropriate, normal getting up, lying
down, and resting behaviour and otherwise normal movements, posture and behaviour.

Thorough inspection does not mean that each animal has to be examined individually.
Individual examination is to be made only of those animals for which the overall
inspection indicates this as being necessary.

At the inspection it must be borne in mind that signs of ill health include listlessness,
loss of appetite, discharge from the nostrils or eyes, excessive salivation, persistent
coughing, swollen joints, lameness, scouring and behavioural aberrations. Attention
must also be paid to the presence of external parasites, to the condition of droppings and
to feed and water consumption.



2.8
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If animals are apparently not in good health, or if they are showing obvious signs of
behavioural aberrations, the person responsible for them must take steps without delay to
establish the cause and shall take appropriate remedial action. If the immediate action
taken by the person responsible is not effective either a veterinarian must be consulted
or, if necessary, other expert advice must be sought.

If the cause is traced to a factor which it is not essential or possible to remedy
immediately, this should be corrected when the accommodation is emptied or in any case
within 12 months.

Injured, sick or distressed fur animals shall be treated without delay and, if necessary, be
separated in suitable accommodation for this purpose or killed in accordance with
Section 7.



SECTION 3. Management

General

3.1

3.2
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3.6
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The space allowance for farmed fur animals should be calculated in relation to the
species-specific demands on the whole environment, the age, sex, live weight and
behavioural needs of the animals, taking account of the size of the group. Lack of space
or overstocking leading to behavioural or other disorders shall be avoided.

Suitable material shall be available for the species-specific use and comfort of the
animals. Barren environments shall be avoided. The environment shall be equipped with
suitable stimuli such as occupational material, for instance straw.

Routine or systematic use of drugs to compensate for poor hygienic conditions or
management practices shall not be allowed. The use of growth-promoting and fur-
maturation substances shall not be allowed,

No animal shall be provided with food or liquid in a manner, nor shall food or liquid
contain any substance, which may cause unnecessary suffering or injury.

No other substance with the exception of those given for therapeutic or prophylactic
purposes shall be administered to an animal unless it has been demonstrated by scientific
evidence or practical experience that the effect of the substance is not detrimental to the
health or welfare of the animal.

Electro-ejaculation shall not be used other than for veterinary diagnosis when there is no
other method available. In such exceptional circumstances, it shall be carried out under
strict veterinary control.

Breeding or breeding programmes which cause or are likely to cause suffering or harm
to any of the animals involved should not be practised. In particular, animals whose
genotype has been modified for production purposes shall not be kept under commercial
farm conditions unless it has been demonstrated by scientific studies of animal welfare
that the animals can be kept under such conditions without detriment to their health or
welfare. Strong fearful animals should not be included in the breeding stock.

In breeding programmes, particular attention shall be paid to criteria conducive to the
improvement of animals' health and welfare, as well as to production criteria. Therefore,
the conservation or development of breeds or strains of animals which would limit or
reduce animal welfare problems shall be encouraged.

The facilities for storing and handling manure in or outside the accommeodation shall be
designed, maintained and managed to prevent the exposure of the animals to gases in
concentrations detrimental to their health. Faeces shall be removed frequently enough to
prevent adverse effects on the animals.

The animals shall not unnecessarily be exposed to constant or sudden noise, Ventilation
fans, feeding machinery or other equipment shall be constructed, placed, operated and
maintained in such a way that it causes the least possible noise, both directly inside the
accommodation and indirectly through the structure of the accommodation itself.
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3.10

The animals must be shielded from direct sunlight and must not be kept permanently in
strong light nor in total darkness. Where artificial light is necessary the sources must be
mounted so as not to cause discomfort to the animals and the level of lighting whether
natural or artificial must be sufficient to permit normal behaviour of the species.

All automatic or other mechanical equipment upon which the animals depend for their
health and welfare must be inspected at least once daily. If immediate rectification
appears impossible, appropriate steps must be taken to safeguard the health and welfare
of the animals until the defect is rectified.

Weaning of cubs shall take place at an age which is most beneficial to the welfare of the
mother and the cubs.

When the animals have to be caught or moved, this must be done as far as possible
without causing agitation or other forms of distress to them or to other animals. All
reasonable measures should be taken to prevent the animals from escaping. If traps are
used on the farm to catch escaped animals, the animals should be caught painlessly. Such
traps shall be inspected at least once a day. It is advisable to construct a protective fence
around the perimeter of the area where the animals are housed.

Hygiene

3.12

3.13

3.15

3.16

3.17

Animals shall be maintained in a clean condition.

Those parts of the accommodation with which the animals come into contact shall be
thoroughly cleansed and disinfected when appropriate, and at least annually. While the
accommodation is occupied by the animals, the interior surfaces and all equipment
therein shall be kept satisfactorily clean.

Enclosures and housing shall be designed and kept in such a manner as to control or
eliminate parasites, flies, rats or mice.

All animals shall have appropriate access to adequate, nutritious, hygienic and balanced
feed each day, at regular times if possible, and continuous access to an ad lib supply of
water of suitable quality, so as to maintain their full health and vigour and to meet their
species-specific biological needs.

The accommodation for fur animals shall be kept so that the ambient temperature, the air
velocity, the relative humidity, the levels of toxic gases and dust as well as other
atmospheric conditions do not adversely affect the health and welfare of the animals.

Where a farm manufactures its own food, all areas including machinery in the foed
kitchen shall be power washed on a daily basis after use. All vehicles, containers and
pallets used for the transportation of foodstuffs shall be power washed on a daily basis
after use. Any perishable waste material shall be placed in bins with lids and removed
regularly. Every effort shall be made to keep vermin, flies and bacteria to a minimum so
that people, not used to such areas, will find them inoffensive.



Presentation

3.18 All facilities shall have a tidy appearance. Any materials put to one side for disposal or
future use, shall be stacked neatly in a weed free area away from the approaches.

3.19 Proper drainage shall be operational at all times so as to eliminate unsightly wet areas.

3.20 Animal compound fences and gates shall be kept in a well maintained condition at all
times,

3.21 Materials and machinery shall not be stored inside the animal compound so that animals
can gain refuge, making it difficult to catch them. For this reason, holes in the ground
found in the compound shall be refilled.

3.22 Vegetation within and immediately outside the animal compound shall be kept sprayed
or trimmed to present a neat appearance.
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SECTION 4. Special provisions for mink

These provisions apply to Mustela vison (mink).

41

4.2

43
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4.5

4.6

4.7

A nest box of thermoinsulating material; which is not hazardous to the health of the
animals, with a sufficient floor area shall be available. The design of the opening of the
nest box shall allow new born animals to be retained while providing easy access for
other animals. Suitable bedding and occupational material such as straw shall be
regularly provided, and its adequacy must be checked, especially during the period of
giving birth and in the cold season.

Immature animals shall not be kept isolated. Stable relationship are most easily obtained
in groups of animals reared together. Group sizes and stocking densities of these animals
shall be such that they allow for peaceful cohabitation. Weaning of young shall take
place at an age which is most beneficial to the welfare of the mother and the young, and
shall take place not earlier than eight weeks of age. Only in exceptional circumstances
where the welfare of the mother or the young is endangered, can the weaning take place
at a younger age. Weaned young should not be left in the vicinity of their mother.

Where there is a significant level of stereotypy or self-mutilation in mink on a farm, the
system of housing or management shall be changed appropriately so that the welfare of
the animals is improved. If these measures are not sufficient production should be
suspended.

When breeding animals are paired together or, in exceptional circumstances, when adult
animals are placed in the same accommodation, there shall be adequate supervision,

If the animals are kept in cages, the cages should be placed at a sufficient height and the
areas under the cages should be covered with sand, gravel, cinders or other suitable
material, to allow the easy removal of faeces. Cages shall not be placed one above the
other.

If the animals are kept in cages, the height of the cages shall allow animals to rear on
their hind legs.

Minimum space for mink.
25
Free area (cm?) "' excl. nest boxes:

Single adult animal 2550
Single adult with young 2550
Juveniles after weaning, up to 2 animals 2550™
h No accommodation shall be less than 30 cm wide excluding nest box.

No accommodation shall be less than 70 cm long excluding nest box

For each additional animal more than 2, an additional 850 cm” shall be provided

The minimum height of any accommodation shail be 45 cm

The figures above shall apply for new systems or when existing systems are replaced.
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All systems with cages with a free area of less than 1600 cm? or a height less than 35 cm
must be replaced by 31st December 2001,

Systems with cages with a free area of more than 1600 cm” and a height greater than 35
cm must be replaced with systems complying with at least the above dimensions by 31st
December 2010.

When designing new accommeodation consideration shall be given to the possibility for
adaptions which would allow for environmental enrichment.

In the design, construction or reconstruction of accommodation for the animals,
endeavours shall be made to develop and apply systems which are in the light of
available scientific knowledge, appropriate to their biological needs.



SECTION 5. Special provisions for fitch

These provisions apply to Mustela putorius (fitch)

5.1

52

53

54

5.5

5.6

5.7

A nest box of thermoinsulating material; which is not hazardous to the health of the
animals, with a sufficient floor area shall be available. The design of the opening of the
nest box shall allow new born animals to be retained while providing easy access for
other animals., Suitable bedding and occupational material such as straw shall be
regularly provided, and its adequacy must be checked, especially during the period of
giving birth and in the cold season.

[mmature animals shall not be kept isolated. Stable relationship are most easily obtained
in groups of animals reared together. Group sizes and stocking densities of these animals
shall be such that they allow for peaceful cohabitation. Weaned young should not be left
in the vicinity of their mother.

When breeding animals are paired together or, in exceptional circumstances, when adult
animals are placed in the same accommodation, there shall be adequate supervision.

If the animals are kept in cages, the cages should be placed at a sufficient height and the
areas under the cages should be covered with sand, gravel, cinders or other suitable
material, to allow the easy removal of faeces. Cages shall not be placed one above the
other.

If the animals are kept in cages, the height of the cages shall allow animals to rear on
their hind legs.

Minimum space for fitch. Free area (cm®)” excl. nest boxes

Single adult antmal 2550
Single adult with young 2550
Juveniles after weaning, up to 2 animals 2550™

No accommodation shall be less than 30 cm wide excluding nest box
No accommodation shall be less than 70 cm long excluding nest box
2 For each additional animal more than 2, an additional 850 cm? shall be provided.

The minimum height of any accommaodation shall be 45 cm
The figures above shall apply for new systems or when existing systems are replaced.

All systems with cages with a free area of less than 1600 cm?2 or a height less than 35 cm
must be replaced by 31st December 2001.

Systems with cages with a free area of more than 1600 cm2 and a height greater than 35
cm must be replaced with systems complying with at least the above dimensions by 31st
December 2010.

When designing new accommodation consideration shall be given to the possibility for
adaptions which would allow for environmental enrichment.
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5.8 In the design, construction or reconstruction of accommodation for the animals,
endeavours shall be made to develop and apply systems which are in the light of
available scientific knowledge, appropriate to their biological needs.



SECTION 6. Special provisions for foxes

These provisions apply to Vulpes vulpes (red fox, silver fox) and to Alopex lagopus
(arctic fox, blue fox).

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

Since all biological needs of foxes are not met in the system of husbandry at present in
commercial use, such systems shall be replaced as soon as possible by new systems
which are better adapted to the biological characteristics. Until husbandry methods are
available which meet the conditions in paragraph 6.14 hereafter existing systems shall be
improved to comply with the requirements in paragraphs 6.2-6.13 hereafter.

The environment shall be enriched with objects that provide suitable stimuli to gnaw and
any other occupational material.

The animals shall be habituated to human contact from birth,
The animals shall be kept in such a way that their claws are in good condition.

When breeding animals are paired together or, in exceptional circumstances, when adult
animals are placed in the same accommodation, there shall be adequate supervision.
Subordinate vixens should not be placed in cages next to dominant females.

Where there is significant incidence of infanticide, a farm production system shall be
changed appropriately, for example, by changing the housing conditions for breeding
vixens or genetic strains. If these measures are not sufficient, the production should be
suspended.

Foxes must be able to conceal themselves from people and from animals in other cages
or enclosures. They must also be able to rest and to observe their surroundings. Each
weaned animal shall have available:

a. a sechuded area;

b.  either an elevated platform or a nest box with a roof which the animal can rest and
observe the cage door or enclosure entrance.

For Vulpes vulpes (silver fox), the secluded area shall have solid walls.

Pregnant vixens and vixens with cubs shall have a nest box which shall be divided into
an anteroom, large enough to conceal the entrance to the main room, and a main room
with adequate drainage and equipped with adequate thermoinsulating material.

Weaned cubs should not be left in the vicinity of their mother.

If the animals are kept in cages, the cages should be placed at a sufficient height to
enable easy removal of manure and the areas under the cages should be covered with
sand, gravel, cinders or other suitable material 10 allow the soaking up of effluent whilst

permitting the easy removal of faeces.

Cages shall not be placed one above the other.



6.12 The routine use of neck tongs for catching foxes shall be avoided.

6.13

6.14

Minimum space for foxes. Free area (mz)'I

Single adult animal 0,8
Single adult with young 2,0
Juveniles after weaning, up to 2 animals 1,27

' No accommodation shall be less than 75 cm wide
No accommodation shall be less than 100 ¢cm long
For each additional animal more than 2, an additional 0,5 m2 shall be provided

The minimum height of any accommodation shall be 70 cm.

The figures above shall apply for new accommodation or when existing accommodation
is replaced. All accommodation shall comply with at least these figures before 3lst
December 2010.

Consideration shall be given to increasing the height of cages in order to improve the
welfare of foxes.

In the design, construction or reconstruction of accommodation for the animals,
endeavours shall be made to develop and apply systems which are, in the light of
available scientific knowledge, appropriate to their biological needs.
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SECTION 7. Methods of killing mink, fitch and foxes

The killing methods mentioned in this section correspond mainly to those approved by the
European Union (EU) according to Annex F in EU Council Directive 931119 of 22 December
1993 on the protection of animals at the time of slaughter or killing.

7.1 Killing must be done on the farm by a competent person without causing undue pain,
agitation or other forms of distress.

The method chosen must either

a. cause immediate loss of consciousness and death, or

b.  induce deep general anaesthesia culminating in death, or

c.  cause the death of an animal which is anaesthetised or effectively stunned.

7.2 The person responsible for the killing shall ensure that for each animal the requirements
under paragraph 7.1 above are fulfilled, and that the animal is dead before further
procedures are carried out.

7.3 Killing must be done so as to cause the least possible disturbance to the other animals.
Pelting should take place sufficiently far away from the enclosures used for other
animals 5o that these animals are not disturbed.

7.4  Permitted killing methods.

7.4.1 Mechanically-operated instruments which penetrate the brain,
7.4.2 Injection of an overdose of a drug with anaesthetic properties.
7.4.3 Electrocution with cardiac arrest.
7.4.4 Exposure to carbon monoxide.
7.4.5 Exposure to chloroform.
7.4.6 Exposure to carbon dioxide.
7.4.7 Manual dislocation of the neck.
7.5 Specific requirements.

7.5.1 Mechanically-operated instruments which penetrate the brain.

Instruments must be positioned so as to ensure that the projectile enters the
cerebral cortex.

This method is permitted only if it is followed by immediate bleeding.









